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CORRECTIONS 

In the last packet, #735, in the article 
on Cambodia's Agricultural Revolution, on page 
1, the first sentence in the second paragraph, 
should read: 

This agricultural revolution 3 expanded 
throughout Cambodia following the defeat of 
the Lon Ncl regime on April 17 3 1975 } includes . . . 

In the same story, column two, paragraph 
two, the last sentence should read: 

. . . sold to merchants for resale on the 
black market 3 and to the Cambodian and Vietnam- 
ese communists. 


NOTES FROM THE STAFF 

We would like to bring another staff 
member into the graphics department hereiin 
New York soon. Anyone with an interest in 
drawing, cartooning, photography, or coll aging 
should get in touch with us for more details. 

We are looking for people with some experience. 

As for #736, people in Portland, Oregon, 
sent us news of a demonstration against Agri- 
culture Secretary Earl Butz recently. It is 
a good example of how our subscribers can be 
a valuable source of information that would 
not otherwise be available to us. Please take 
a look at it, and see if you can't start 
sending stories about your areas to us. 

Our regular correspondent Bob Barber is 
reporting on a rank-and-file cannery workers 
election and a new UFW campaign to oust a mem- 
ber of the American Labor Relations Board. 

Be sure to check out our special page of 
graphics this time on food. 

So long for now. 

LNS 
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'RANK § FILE CANNERY WORKERS FIGHT FOR CONTROL OF 
TEAMSTER LOCAL IN CALIFORNIA; 

ONE ELECTION VICTORY, THREE NARROW DEFEATS 

by Bob Barber 

SAN JOSE, CA. (LNS) — A rank and file committee 
of cannery workers conducted a sharp campaign over 
the past two months aimed at winning control of 
Teamsters Local 679, the second largest cannery 
local in the state with 12,000 members. 

In the September 30 union election, one candi- 
date from the committee, Mario de la Garza from the 
Libby-McNeill-Libby cannery, succeeded in winning 
a post as trustee of the local. Rank and file candi- 
dates for secretary-treasurer, president, and busi- 
ness agent of the local were defeated by narrow 
margins by incumbent union officials. 

Six other candidates from the Cannery Workers 
Committee (CWC) slate were disqualified from the 
ballot by union officials two weeks before the vote, 
for minor infractions of the local's bylaws such as 
incomeplete payment of dues and non attendance at 
union meetings. 

Among those disqualified was Josephine Cobos, a 
cannery and frozen foods worker for 30 years, who, 
because of night-shift work, had missed a number of 
union meetings. "Really, though," she said, "they 
just didn't want a woman up there with power, even 
though so many members here are women." 

About two-thirds of the local ' s members are 
women . 

The CWC in San Jose is one of several rank and 
file committees in Teamster cannery locals through- 
out the state, where the vast majority of workers 
are of Mexican descent and the Teamster locals are 
controlled by white bureaucrats. The committees have 
been organizing for about six years, focusing on 
racial and sex discrimination by the canneries and 
the union, as well as the total absence of democracy 
in the Teamster locals. 

Behind the Teamster Victory 

Their efforts to win power in the locals have 
been largely thwarted because elections of local 
officials are held in the winter when seasonal workers 
are not employed. The CWC ran several candidates in 
the December, 1972 elections at the San Jose local 
with no success . 

Since that time the committee has conducted a 
campaign in union meetings and in the courts to move 
the election to peak season, an effort that suddenly 
paid off in July of this year when Teamster presi- 
dent Frank Fitzsimmons, without explanation, ordered 
a September 30 election date. 

Even with this date, however, the actual peak 
season had passed by early September and several 
thousand workers had already been laid off. "And," 
according to CWC campaing manager Jaimie Gallardo, 

"the canneries instituted a speed up all through the 
month to be able to lay off as many people as possible 
before the election." 

Such layoffs do not make workers ineligible to 
vote, but it places the burden on them to come to 
the union hall to vote rather than vote in the plant 
during work. 


Rank § File Demands 

Meanwhile, the CWC found itself with two months 
to prepare a campaign. Ten candidates for various 
offices were selected from the canneries in the 
area and a two-part platform w ere drawn up. 

"We guarantee," stated the platform, "no more 
closed meetings, a speedy and effective grievance 
system, Spanish and English translation of meetings, 
constitution, bylaws, notices, and election ballots, 
elections during peak season, fair and democratic 
elections procedures, salaries of union offials to 
be in proportion to work performed and no special 
assessments without prior membership approval." 

"We promise to work," the platform continued, 
"for equal rights and equal benefits for women, 
better pension, medical, dental and legal services, 
safe and better working conditions, an end to all 
forms of discrimination on hiring, promotion and 
seniority, and overtime pay after 40 hours." 

The committee took its campaign to all the 
canneries in the San Jose-Gilroy area, with leaflets, 
sound trucks, and weekly meetings where workers 
could come to discuss their problems. One area of 
special concern ampng the workers was the way men 
and women are pitted against each other on the job 
through the complexities of the pay scale and the 
arbitrary assignment of work. 

Because it was the first peak season election 
in the history of the local, many workers were vot- 
ing' for tjieir union officials for the first time. 

"We found a lot of apathy and also a lot of fear," 
said Pete Naranjo, CWC candidate for business 
agent . 

"A lot of what we had to do was to convince 
people that it was worth their time just to parti- 
cipate at all — it's a measure of how much the 
officials have built their power by discouraging 
participation." 

Incumbent secretary- treasurer Richard Benavento, 
like most other Teamster cannery officials, first 
came into office when his predecessor appointed 
him. In this election Benavento faced opposition 
for the first time. He claimed that the Cannery 
Workers Committee didn't really exist and that if 
it did, workers should avoid it because it was il- 
legal and not sanctioned by the union. 

Benavento succeeded in defeating CWC leader 
Rudy Garcia for secretary-treasurer by a close 
vote of 2293-1855. The committee's candidate for 
president of the local,, John Torres, was also defeat- 
ed by the incumbent. Naranjo finished fourth in the 
business agent races, where the top three vote-get- 
ters were elected. 

Mario de la Garza,' however, the committee's 
candidate for trustee, unseated a 37-year veteran 
of the post thereby gaining access to power to review 
the union's financial affairs. 

Organizing to Continue 

The committee has already vowed to begin organ- 
izing for the next election in three years. In 
addition,' the statewide cannery contract comes up 
for renewal in 1976 and Pete Naranjo said the com- 
mittee will organize to increase worker participation 

in those negotiations . 
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RELEASED DOCUMENTS INDICATE FBI STILL 
HARASSING LEFT GROUPS; 

CONTRADICTS JUSTICE DEPT.’S STATEMENTS 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Despite repeated assertions by 
the Justice Department that the FBI ended its harass- 
ment of leftist groups in April of 1971, recently 
released documents indicate that the FBI continued 
its disruption campaign for an additional two and a 
half years . 

The documents released by the Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP) were surrendered by the FBI as pre- trial 
evidence sought in connection with the group's $27 
million lawsuit against the FBI and CIA. During the 
eighteen month long pre-trial period, the FBI and CIA 
have surrendered hundreds of previously undisclosed 
documents, many of them detailing disruption tactics 
used against the ant i-wair movement and civil rights 
groups, as well as the SWP. 

The latest documents, released at the order of 
Federal Court Judge Thomas Griesa in early October, 
recounted highly censored FBI "interviews" conducted 
by agents claiming to be either representatives of 
the New York lottery, or court employees interview- 
ing about jury duty. 

Although Attorney General Edward Levi has claim- 
ed that political groups are investigated only for 
criminal or "security" matters, many radical groups 
insist that the FBI harassment campaigns continue t 
this day. A spokesperson for the SWP said, "These 
documents have nothing to do with internal security. 
It's a systematic attempt at intimidation. It's 
illegal political harassment no matter what the FBI 
calls it." 

Included in the recently surrendered documents 
were detailed accounts of a successful effort to fire 
a woman married to an SWP member from her job as a 
teacher in the Cleveland school system, the disruption 
of a Young Democrats Club in Detroit, and an on- 
going effort to create friction between the SWP and 
the Communist Party USA (CP) . 

The FBI's disruption of the Young Democrats 
Club at Wayne University in Detroit consisted of 
sending bogus letters to Detroit Democratic commit- 
tees, claiming that the Wayne State Young Democrats 
were controlled by leftists. 

The letters, purportedly sent by the head of the 
Young Republicans at Wayne State, warned that former 
Young Democrats were joining the Young Republicans 
"in droves" to protest the Young Democrat's "radical 
positions." This is the first documentary evidence 
made public that. the FBI sought to disrupt either 
the Democratic or Republican Parties. 

Two other documents detail an on-going campaign 
in San Francisco and Milwaukee to pit local SWP and 
CP groups ^gainst each other. In San Francisco, the 
FBI sent a letter, purportedly from a local CP 
candidate for city supervisor, to the registrar of 
voters, charging that the SWP candidate did not meet 
San Francisco residency requirements. The FBI noted 
that the bogus letter caused some friction between 
the two candidates , but that the CP candidate denied 
sending the letter and apologized for it. 


member. The mailing was meant "to leave the impres- 
sion that the SWP was the instigator of the poem." 

The FBI also noted one member of the Milwaukee SWP 
"is well known for his ability to write poetry," 
leading the CP naturally to blame this person. 

The "poem" the FBI sent reads: 

"There once was an old radical named (censored) 

Who swapped his soapbox for a bed 

He lives in the past 

Drinks beer to the last 

And from militant actions has fled" 

A follow-up FBI memorandum noted that this action 
"succeeded in causing disension between the SWP 
and the CP," and suggested for the future, sending 
"satirical-type cartoons directed to known Communist 
Party members" to create further friction. 

Among other activities, the FBI and a right- 
wing California publisher collaborated to smear 
leftist electoral candidates, and the FBI and an 
official at the American University in Washington 
attempted to ban • a YSA chapter at the campus, a :eo 
according to additional documents. 

— 30 — 

**************************************************** 
POOR QUALITY PRODUCTS GET RICH ON ADVERTISING 

NEW YORK (LNS) — One measure of the worthless- 
ness of a product is the amount of advertising the 
producer puts in to sell it. Not surprisingly, the 
companies with the highest advertising budgets in 
1974, according to Advertising Age, were companies 
selling cosmetics, pet food, non-prescription drugs, 
cars, cigarettes, alcohol and junk food. 

Approximately 25% of sales on brand name aspirin 
were ploughed back into advertising it, and 60% 
of the sales on Geritol (the Nabisco Company) were 
spent telling older people they couldn't live with- 
out it. Other products which used over 20% of 
sales for advertising purposes were deoderants, non- 
prescription sedatives, and cold remedies. 

The most heavily hyped "foods" by brand name 
in 1974 were: Seven-Up ($28 million in advertising), 
Coke and Tab ($27 million) , Pepsi Cola ($25 million) , 
Tang ($8.6 million), Kool-Aid ($7.6 million), JELL-0 
($7 million), Pringles ($68 million) and Cheer ios 
($6 million) . 

— 30 — 

**************************************************** 

COORS DROPS AGNEW, BUT BOYCOTT CONTINUES 

NEW YORK (D&S/LNS) — Following the recent dis- 
closure that former vice-president Spiro Agnew was 
negotiating to buy a distributorship for Coors beer 
in Texas, the brewery was flooded with calls and 
telegrams threatening a boycott. 

Coors already faced a boycott — called origi- 
nally by both a Chicano veterans group and a Cali- 
fornia Teamsters local — over racist hiring poli- 
cies and anti-union practices . 

The Agnew distributorship has been dropped. 

But the boycott continues. 

—30- 


more. . . 


In Milwaukee, the FBI sent unsigned derogatory 
poetry to Communist Party members, deriding a CP 
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Be^kdldy-,- Cal. 94701. 

"Organize! A Working Women ' s Handbook," is now 
available. It includes chapters on How to Organize 
a Union -- You Can Do It If You Try; Writing and 
Negotiating Ybur Union Contract (including strategy 
and tactics, sample contract, women's issues, and 
health and fafety) ; Learning the Rules and Build- 
ing a Caucus (including rules of order, the key to 
rank and file control, a short course in parliamen- 
tary procedure, and how to get out your own shop 
nqwsietter); and bibliography. 

The cost is $2.50 plus 25 on mail orders. 

Ten or more, $2.00 plus postage. Special discount 
to bookstores only, ten or more, $1.75 plus postage. 

k k k 

From: U.S. Committee for a Democratic Spain, 

9 E. 40th St., 16th floor. New York, N.Y. 10016 

Recent events in Spain, coupled with the im- 
pending changes of leadership in that country, once 
again have moved it into the spotlight of history. 

We are making available ah outstanding docu- 
mentary film about Spain called "Dreams and Night- 
mares," produced ’and directed by Abe Osheroff who was 
one of the 3,200 American "premature antifascists" 
who fought Franco, Mussolini and Hitler in Spain. 

The film includes documentary footage effothe 
Civil war and of Spain today (including underground 
footage shot by members of the massive anti-Franco 
opposition.) 

In addition to the film, speakers who are vet- 
erans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade, are available 
to participate in discussion. 

k k k , 

From: Campaign to aid the people of South Viet 

Nam, P0 Box 5094, Sta. A, Toronto, Ontario! of PO 
Box 1771, Station St. Laurent, Montreal, Quebec. 

We, representing various Vietnamese associa- 
tions and with support of Canadian friends, have 
organized to assist in the monumental task of pro- 
viding prompt emergency relief to war victims in 
South Viet-. Nam. The immediate aims are the reset- 
tlement of millions of displaced families, the sup- 
plying of food, shelter and medical facilities, the 
rehabilitation of the disabled. 

We hope that you will make some contribution, 
however small, to these humanitarian efforts and en- 
courage others to do so, as you have in many ways 
helped the people of South Viet Nam in the past. 
Checks or money orders should be made out and sent 
to the above named organization. 

k k k 

From: El Tercer Sol Bookstore, Rt. 1, Box 131-R, 

Corpus Christi, Texas 78415. (512) 992-1749.. 

We have available a wide range of Chicano 
literature and art. Please write to us for our 
complete catalog. 


We are two women who have given workshops, 
lectures, classes and panels on lesbian issues. 

We've just completed our first book. The 
Ripening Fig: Tales of Emerging Womanhood. It is 
a group of interlocking short stories, it's an 
exciting and provocative book, we think, And solid- 
ly lesbian and feminist. We're touring the U.S. * 
tjhis year, stopping at coffee houses, colleges, 
women's centers and bookstores, giving readings 
from "Fig" and our other works. • • 

We would! love to arrange a reading for you. 
Please let us know, asssoon as possible, when 
you’d- like us to come. 

k k k 

From: Outmates, PO Box 174, Storrs, Conn. 06268 

The The 1975 edition of Prisoner's Yell.ow Pages 
is available. It includes hat ionwid© *."r — 
information for and about prisons and inmates -- 
legal resources, free literature, job assistance, 
educational assistance, prison unions apd national 
citizen action programs. / 

* k k 

From: Environmental Action Foundation, Dupont 

Circle Building, suite 724, Washington, D-C. 20036. 
phone (202) 659-1130 or 659-9682. 

A Resource Guide on Electric Utility Issues 
is now available. It lists studies, articles, briefs, 
testimonies, and information packets for people 
working on utility issues. Most of the materials 
are recent, published after 1973. 

We also have available How to Challenge Your 
Local Electric Utility: A Citizen's Guide to the 

Power Industry, a comprehensive introduction to 
Utility issues. And we publish a monthly newsletter. 
The Power Line, for up-to-date information on 
utility issues. We also have extensive files of 
news clippings and reports which are open to your 
use, and our Utility Staff welcomes questions which 
are not answered in our publications. 

k k k 

From: Indigena, PO Box 4073, Berkeley, Cal. 94704 

phone (415) 841-9157 

We publish a regular newspaper on Indian 
America, and we have availalbe other publications 
including pawide range of pamphlets on the Indians 
of North and South America, material from Akwe- 
sasne Notes, and the North American Congress on 
Latin America (NACEA) . 

Please inquire about specific areas for quota- 
tions for xeroxing other reports and documents in 
our files. Requests help us to know what materials 
to compile in future information packets, pamphlets, 
and publications. 

k' k k 

From: LNS 


PAY YOUR BILLS, AND SEND IN ALL YOUR BACK BILL! 
END OF RMBB FOR TODA Y **** END OF RMBB FOR TODAY *** 
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PROTESTS DISRUPT BUTZ LUNCHEON IN OREGON 
by Norman Solomon § Catherine Waechter 

PORTLAND, Oregon (LNS)--A luncheon for Agri- 
cultural Secretary Earl Butz was disrupted October 
4 as two protesters handed out leaflets calling 
Butz "living proof of the sweetheart marriage 
between the U.S. government and agribusiness." 

The incident took place minutes before 
Butz spoke to an audience of several hundred 
G.O.P. officials attending the Western States 
Republican Conference at the Hilton Hotel in 
Portland, Oregon. Banqueting Republicans looked 
up from their elaborate lunches as plainclothed 
police dragged out the leafleters, one of whom 
shouted out, "People all over the world are 
starving!" 

The previous night, about 300 demonstrators 
picketed and chanted outside the hotel as Vice 
President Nelson Rockefeller addressed the con- 
ference. Their chants included "Stop Fascist 
Rocky, Stop Fascist Ford," "Stop Pine Ridge 
Terror" and "Rockefeller-Attiea Murderer.." 

Picketing behind a line of police barricades 
for two hours in drizzly weather, demonstrators 
sang "Bread and Roses," "Still Ain't Satisfied," 
and "Power to the People," and took turns using 
a bullhorn to denounce Rockefeller support for 
global economic strangulation and political re- 
pression. ' 

At the Butz luncheon, a woman and man managed 
to get inside the banquet and put about 75 leaflets 
next to partially- eaten salads before police took 
the two away, to the applause of the G.O.P. faithful. 
In addition to Butz--a former director of several 
food corporations including Ralston Purina and 
Stokely-Van Camp- -the banquet was attended by 
President Ford's son. Jack. The two protesters 
were questioned by police officer^ and then released. 

"Ford, Kissinger and Butz are now openly 
using the threat of famine to retain U.S. control 
over raw materials and Third World economies," said 
the protesters' leaflet, which showed a picture of 
a starving woman holding a child. 

"Food as a weapon means feeding politically 
reliable allies: wheat credits for fasdist 
Chile, but no fdod or aid P T the Popular Unity 
government of Chile; to ’ton Nol's pupjsdt 

government, but none to the new people's govern- 
ment in Cambodia; only token aid to sub-Saharan 
Africa while famine is killing millions of people." 

The statement added that "the use of food 
blackmail is directed at the people of the U.S. as 
well. The consequences of these new imperial 
strategies include astronomical price rises at 
home." 

While Butz has a salary of $62,000 a year and 
lives in plush affluence, the lekflet noted that as 
agriculture secretary he "has promoted policies to 
raise the price of food stamps, cut free school 
lunch eprograms , and drastically reduce grain 
reserves for emergency aid." 
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UFW MOVES TO OUST BIASED AGRICULTURE LABOR BOARD 

MEMBER 

by Bob Barber 

SACRAMENTO, Ca. (LNS)- -The United Farm Workers 
Union is pressing its campaign for the ouster of 
the senior staff member of the new state Agri- 
cultural Labor Relations Board . (ALRB) . 

About 900 farm workers picketed and sat in 
at the offices of Walter Kintz, general counsel of 
the ALRB on October 1. The' picketers charged that 
Kinz had allowed the union election process to 
become bogged down in a bureaucratic morass that 
is favoring the Teamsters Union as well as grower 
interests. 

Kintz first came under fire from the UFW in 
early September for cooperating with a grower- 
Teamster legal maneuver that held up the counting 
of ballots in a number of Salinas Valley elections. 
Since that time; the UFW charges, Kintz has refused 
to press investigations of several hundred "unfair 
labor practice complaints" filed against the Team- 
sters and growers by the UFW. Such investigations 
are necessary before the results of challenged 
elections can be officially certified. 

As df the end of September, only 8 of the 
186 elections that have taken place have been 
certified, meaning that contract negotiations can 
begin. , 

UFW organizers also say that Kintz and his 
aides do not sufficiently examine the lists of 
eligible workers submitted by the growers and 
allow workers to be subjected to "extreme harassment 
and intimidation" in connection with the election 
process. 

A final area of dispute is the issue^of unions 
drganizens' access to workers in the fields. The 
question has been bounced around the courts for 
a month now and jan ALRB rule allowing such access 
has been at least temporarily agreed to by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

Hbwever, Tulare County Sheriff Bob Wiley has 
arrested at least 22 UFW organizers in the past 
week in the area around Delano. Even ALRB chairman 
Roger Mahoney has criticized Kintzis "lack of 
aggressiveness" in enforcing the access rule. 

Kintz has said he will not resign, but under 
the UFW's pressure has agreed to', explain the number 
of investigators looking into UFW charges. "The 
number of elections since September 1 has swamped 
us," he said. 

! 

On October 6, the ALRB began a hearing on the 
eligibility of striking workers to vote in the election 
at the E an J Gallo Windery. Each striker will 
be questioned individually in a proceeding that may 1 
last three weeks. 

As of the first week in October, the UFW had won 
six of the first seven elections held in the apple 
orchards in Watsonville. iThis is an area where the 
Teanisters signed sweetheart contracts in the summer 
of 1974 , prompting a UFW strike that fall. 
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[See graphics to go with this story. ] 

ANTI-U.S. DEMONSTRATIONS MARK PANAMA’S FIGHT FOR 
SOVEREIGNTY IN CURRENT CANAL NEGOTIATIONS 

NEW YORK (LNS)-- In mid- Sept ember, members of the 
10,000 strong Panamanian Transport Workers Trade 
Association sealed off all access to the Panama Canal 
Zone from the capital. 

Later in the month, close to a thousand demon- 
strators attacked the U.S. Embassy in Panama City, 
shattering over a hundred windows and demanding that 
the United States remove all, its troops from the 
Canal Zone. 

Both of these incidents reflect the conflict in 
the current Panama Canal treaty negotiations that are 
supposed to end the United States 1 right to the Canal 
Zone l! in perpetuity." 

Underlining the conflict is Panama’s attempt to 
regain sovereignty over the canal zone and to control 
its most valuable resource -- its strategic geographic 
position between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 

For this, Panama has had the outspoken support of 
most Third World countries , and a 1973 United Nations 
Security Council resolution supporting Panama was 
blocked only by a U.S. veto. 

For the United States, the negotiations come 
down to a question of how much global dominance it 
will be forced to lose in the wake of its defeat 
in Indochina. 

Panama ’ s Fight For The Canal 

For Panamanians, the struggle to regain the canal 
began in 1903. In exchange for United States support 
for their independence from neighboring Colombia 
in that year, Panama was forced to give the United 
States the right to build, administer and defend a 
canal in Panama "in perpetuity." 

"We shall have a treaty/* said Secretary of 
State Hay at the time, "vastly advantageous to the 
United States and we must confess, not so advanta- 
geous to Panama." 

Dissatisfaction with the terms of the 1903 treaty 
caused it to be amended twice in 1936 and 1955, but 
the basic source of tension — the issue of U.S. 
sovereignty "in perpetuity" -- was never resolved. 

Violence broke out in Panama in January of 1964 
when Panamanian students marched on a high school 
in the Canal Zone and attempted to raise the Pana- 
manian flag. American students attacked the group, 
and in response a protest movement developed that 
led to confrontations throughout the country. 

In Panama City, U.S. Army troops, complete with 
tanks and air support, killed twenty- two Panamanian 
students and wounded 500 others. 

By the end of the year, and after Panama had 
broken off diplomatic relations with the United 
States for four months, President Johnson announced 
that the U.S. was ready to negotiate a new treaty 
based on Panamanian sovereignty. 

But it was never clear whether the two govern- 
ments intended to actually achieve an agreement, 
or simply wanted to soften the pressure by settling 
into the posture of negotiations. In any case, the 

talks got nowhere. 
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General Omar Torrij os, the present Panamanian 
head of state, came to power in a coup by the Nation- 
al Guard in 1968. Since then, in response to popular 
demand A for control of the canal, he rekindled in 
early 1974 the treaty negotiations that had begun to 
wither and stated that if popular protests occur 
"we have two alternatives, to smash it or to lead it 
and I’m not going to smash it." 

U.S. f Gov’ t Divided oh Canal Strategy 

One-sixth of all U.S. foreign trade tonnage 
travels through the canal, and the Canal Zone has 
fourteen U.S. military bases that have served as a 
staging airea for counterinsurgency activity through- 
out Latin America. For American ruling circles, 
continued control of the Canal Zone has become a 
test of U.S. foreign policy in the post-Viet Nam era 9 

The territory is "vital to our security and 
commerce," stated conservative U.S. Senator James 
Buckley. 

"Coming on the heels of Viet Nam," says an ad- 
visor to a Senate committee, "there is a tendency to 
say, ’Don’ t give up an inch of American territory’" 
in Panama. Supporters of this position include con- 
gressional conservatives who have already passed a 
resolution opposing any loss of American control 
over the canal . 

But others, including the State Department, 
support a "liberal" foreign policy and believe that 
the U.S. can better protect its interests in the 
canal by allowing concessions now to avoid a con- 
frontation later. 

A new treaty "would provide concrete evidence 
of our country’s willingness to move toward a more 
mature relationship with Latin America, " according 
to Ambassador-at-Large Ellsworth Bunker, the chief 
U.S. negotiator. 

In addition, the former ambassador to South 
Viet nam noted that the canal is "vulnerable to 
sabotage and terrorist act s." 

Secretary of State Kissinger concurs in pre- 
ferring a new treaty in which U.S. defense and oper- 
ating interests can still "be maintained for many 
decades and thereby defuse the immediate situation." 

The current round of negotiations, begun in 
February, 1974, has shown the conflicts between. 
American global interest, and the nationalism of 
Panama’s chief of state Torrijos to be difficult to 
resolve. 

And behind the mild nationalism of Torrijos 
there is the pressure of much stronger nationalism 
from ^tiidents and other politically conscious Pan- 
amanians who are demanding solutions to the country’s 
problems of unemployment and 'hunger that are much 
more radical than renegotiating a treaty with the 
United States. 

One indication of how far apart the countries 
are came on September 20 when Panama stated that the 
United States was demanding the right to defend 
the canal "for an indefinite time, which is tanta- 
mount to perpetuity." This Panama "emphatically 
rejected. (con’t next page) 
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KEY POINTS IN TREATY TALKS 

Saying that the United States and Panama were 
still far apart on essential issues, Panama issued 
a report to the public in. September on the nego- 
tiations. The key issue, the report said, is that 
Panama insists that the canal pact expire at the 
end of the century after which Panama would have 
full control of the canal. 

The United States wants "50 years for the de- 
fense of the waterway" and "the right to continue 
defending the canal for an indefinite time" there- 
after. 

Among other points of disagreement were: 

— The United States proposed maintaining the 
existing 14 military bases while Panama proposed 
a limit of 3 U.S. bases. 

— Panama proposed a 53 square-mile strip of the 
Canal Zone for administration and maintenance pur- 
poses. The U.S. proposed an over 450 square mile 
area. 

— Panama asked for jurisdiction over BAlboa and 
Cristobal, whil^e the United States asked for joint 
administration.- 1 

— Panama proposed neutrality for the canal, 
guaranteed through the United Nations. The United 
States proposed that "neutrality" be conditional 
on U.S. interests. 

—The United States proposed to expand the 
present canal or build a new canal unilaterally. 
Panama insisted on codifying waterway expansion. 


The Likelihood of U.S. Intervention 

Speaking last spring on what would happen if 
the talks broke ( down. Ambassador Bunker said, "We 
would likely find ourselves engaged in hostilities 
with an otherwise friendly country." 

And in the last week of August, as if to pre- 
pare for the possiblity of United States interven- 
tion in Panama, two thousand U.S. paratrooper com- 
mandos arrivdd in the country. 

The United States military did not make a 
public statement on the landing of the soldiers. 
However a call to their Emergency Operations Center 
resulted in a confirmation by a Captain Cornell 
that an undetermined number of commandos had indeed 
landed in Panama for a "jungle operations course." 

When asked to respond to the official Pana- 
manian contiSStion that this represented an "inva- 
sion" of Panama, Captain Cornell teplied:, 

"During the Kent State killings by the Nation- 
al Guard there were those who said the army invaded 
the university. However, this was pure propaganda, 
as is this allegation" of an invasion of Panama. 

As to the specific actions' of the 2000 com- 
mandos — in addition to the 15,000 regular U.S. 
military personnel' in the area — the Panamanian 
daily "Matutino" reported : 


"With modern arms and combat planes, they are 
engaging in manuevers near our people in open pro- 
vocation to intimidate our peasants who have already 
suffered damage to their crops." 

In preparation for possible covert operations 
in Panama, U.S. Embassy officials with experience 
in other "hot spots" have been transferred to the 
country recently. Foreign service and aid officers 
who served in the Dominican Republic inll965, 

Saigon in 1968, Uruguay in 1970, and Chile in 
1968-1970, are now in Panama. 

If Panama's Omar Torrijos and the United ; 

States don't negotiate an acceptable new treaty, 
the recent demonstrations in September show that 
there is the basis for a popular movement against 
continued U.S. control of the canal among Pana- 
manians. 

In Panama City, the country's largest city, 
with a population of 455,000, people carry shopping 
bags printed with the slogan "Panama is sovereign" 
and walls are spray painted with red paint read- 
ing "no bases." 

In February, 1974 demonstrators damaged five 
cars in front of the Legislative Palace while 
Kissinger was inside saying the United States was 
ready to "gradually" transfer sovereignty over the 
60-year old canal to Panama. 

General Torrijos had authorized the peaceful 
demonstration by activists of the 22,000 member 
Federation of Students in Panama, but he was beaded 
with sweat when he saw demonstrators carrying signs 
saying "Nixon — Assassin" and "Get Tough with the 
American, Omar," and when demonstrators began to 
attack the automobiles. 

Later in an interview, the president of the 
student federation, 22-year old Romulo Bethancourt, 
stated: 

"We still have some flags to raise until we 
are free of foreign domination, the vestiges of 
colonialism and the penetration of neo-colonialism „ 
But one thing is clear — we are not a fanatic 
mass and we are not inventing problems with the 
United States. The U.S. made the problems." 

—30— 

*************************************************** 
THEM THATS GOT SHALL GET 

NEW YORK, (LNS)— Consolidated Edison, New York 
City's energy 1 monopoly , recently asked the city's 
Piiblic Servicd Commission for a $456 million a year 
electric rate increase to guarantee its investors a 
"fair return" of 17% on their investments. The Com- 
mission, in its usual hardnosed fashion, granted Con 
Ed a $275 million a year increase, enough to insure 
investors "only" a 13% return, over three times the 
rate of return they received in 1974. 

Two of Con Ed's three largest investors are 
Chemical Bank and First National City Bank, both con- 
trolled by the Rockefeller family. At the same time, 
neither Con Edison nor Chemical Bank paid any 
federal income taxes in 1973. — 30 — 
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"I HAPPEN TO BELIEVE IN CAPITALISM 11 : 

A SHORT TALK WITH NELSON ROCKEFELLER 

PORTLAND, Oregon (LNS) — The following exchange 
between Vice President Nelson Rockefeller arid a local 
radio reporter took place at a press conference Octo- 
ber 3 during the Western States Republican Conference 
and was later transcribed from a tape-recording. 

REPORTER: "Mr. Rockefeller, could you tell us how 

you feel about being in a position of owning 
billions of dollars in personal wealth while 
millions of people around the world' are - star- 
ving?" 

ROCKEFELLER: "Well it’s very simple — I don’t own 

billions of dollars, therefore the question you 
are asking has no relevance." 

REPORTER: "Well , how about many millions of dollars?" 

ROCKEFELLER: "That I do. (Laughter from the press.) 

And 1 have tried to use those to the best pos- 
sible purpose so as to help people in this world 
and to make our private enterprise, democratic, 
capitalistic system serve the best interests of 
fjankind all over the world, and this has been my 
family’s tradition starting with my grandfather , 
as you well know sir." 

REPORTER: "Well, since certainly most people in the 

world don’t have a chance to pull themselves up 
by their bootstraps, as certainly you did not, 
are you interested in shating your wealth -- 
most of your wealth -- with the people in the 
world? And do you think this is a moral ques- 
tion that people who have a government should be 
asking it?" 

ROCKEFELLER: "Well you're either talking Fabian; 

socialism or communism. I happen to believe in-- 
I happen to believe in capitalism, and private 
enterprise, and democracy, and that based on 
production, not of dividing up something which 
exists and then that's it, but of producing, and 
out of production you get the opportunity for 
growth. 

"And this nation has proven that no nation 
has ever achieved the opportunities or standard 
of living which has been achieved in the United 
States due to this concept of work, production, 
growth, within a framework of freedom, free in- 
dividuals using their best possible judgement. 

REPORTER: "Certainly the people in South Africa work 

very hard at productivity — " 

BACKGROUND VOICE: "Let somebody else ask." ( 

ROCKEFELLER: "Yes, I think you’ve made your point, 

I think you’ve made your point. Yes sir." I 

-30- 

***************************************************** 
PLAN FOR ORGANIZING THE MILITARY 

J 

NEW YORK (D&S/LNS) — — The 300,000— member Aroeri— 
can Federation of Government Employees is planning a 
drive to unionize the military . . When asked his re- 
action, a Pentagon official told the Wall Street 
Journal, She^r horror! If you analyze the meaning 
of military discipline, you can't tolerate any or- 
ganization that competes with the chain of command." 


ALABAMA PASSES DEATH PENALTY 

NEW YORK (LNS) —Saying "I hope we'll see 
some electrocutions in this state , " Governor George 
Wallace signed into law, October 10, a bill re- 
storing the death penalty in Alabama. The bill 
will allow death sentences to b§ issued to those 
found guilty not only of murder, but also of armed 
robbery, if it is established that the person inten- 
ded to use the weapon . 

The law will go into effect in December, 1975, 
and the NAACP has filed a suit in federal court 
challenging the bill ' s constitutionality . Sometime 
in the fall, the U.S. Supreme Court is expected to 
rule on the constitutionality of capital punishment, 
and the Alabama Civil Liberties Union has vowed to 
test each death sentence if the U.S. Supreme Coutt 
decides to give states the right to use capital 
punishment . 

Wallace, in signing the bill said, "There are 
a lot of bad white folks and bad black folks in the 
state and the country that need electrocuting . This 
bill will be applied without discrimination." 

However , during a fifty year period when elec- 
trocutions were used, the vast majority of the 
victims were low; income and third world people. 
Between 1920 and 1972 (the year capital punishment 
was banned by the Supreme Court) 132 executions took 
place in Alabama — 115 against black people, accor- 
ding to Steve Suitt,, director of the Alabama Civil 
Liberties Union. In one^ notorious incident in the 
1950' s, a black man was executed for taking a little 
more than a dollar's worth of cookies from a white 
home. 

Currently, 300 prisoners throughout the country 
are on, "death row", waiting for the Supreme Court to 
determine their fate. Over half these individuals 
are from the South, more than half are black, and 
73 are from the state of North Carolina alone. 

-30- 

(Thanks to the Alabama Civil Liberties Union and 
Muhammed Speaks for this information.) 

**************************************************** 
OIL COMPANY BLACKMAIL 

NEW YORIC (D&S/LNS)- i n resp0 n se t0 t h e repeal of 
the oil depletion allowance tax loophole, U.S. oil 
companies have drastically cut back exploration for 
new oil and gas wells, some by more than 20%. 

Whereas a record 334 seismographic exploration 
crews were out seeking new reserves in July, 1974, 
only 268 were at work this July. Summer months are 
usually the peak months for geophysical exploration. 

While denying the cutback was an attempt to 
blackmail Congress into restoring the loophole , 

EXXON executive and geophysicist J. Dan Skelton 
told the Chicago Tribune, "A drop off in drilling 
will follow and four or five years later you will 
see a drop off in oil production." 
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PLEASE SEND NEWS FROM YOUR AREA TO LNS 
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TOP RIGHT: FBI document dated 9/29/72, 

seventeen months after FBI supposedly 
terminated the COINTELPRO program. Each 
one of the thirty recent FBI documents 
released to the Political Rights Defense 
Fund was highly censored (note deletion 
marks) . 
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